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Peshawar. From this range, which culminates with
Mount Sikaram(15,620 feet),the whole system of the Suli-
man Mountains projects southwards between the Iranian
plateau and the valley of the Indus. At right angles
with Mount Sikaram runs the Peiwar range, a well-wooded
spur crossed by the Peiwar Pass, the scene of General
Eoberts's signal victory over the Afghans on 2nd December
18*78. The main range of this complicate system runs
from near the Shutargardan Pass (10,900 feet) south-
wards to the great Kund Peak, where it branches off into a
number of minor spurs, ultimately merging in'the East
Baluchistan highlands, which continue to skirt the Indus
valley to the coast. Besides the main chain forming the
watershed between the Helmand and Indus, it is now ascer-
tained that a continuous system of parallel ranges runs
from the gorge of the Gomul to about the 30th parallel.

South of the Gomul Pass run two main ranges nearly
12,000 feet high, which include several remarkably
parallel ranges, increasing in number southwards, till
no less than twelve distinct ridges are observed where
the Nari river pierces the whole system. Many other
streams or torrents rising on the eastern slopes of the
Inner Sulimans, when swollen with the rains or melting
snows, penetrate across the intervening ridges down to
the Indus. These darahs, or river gorges, afford easy
access at many points from India to the Afghan uplands,
so that the whole frontier from Peshawar to Jacobabad
is now found to be traversed by a large number of
" excellent natural roads and passes " (Holdich).

Between the Gomul and Kuram (Ejurmah) valleys
lie the Waziri highlands, and the Safed-koh skirting
the Kuram river on the north maintains a uniform level
of 12,500, culminating eastwards in a double-peaked
mountain 14,680 feet high. North of the Safed-koh
project three important spurs, one east of the Logar